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Qur library is amazing. | love it
and all the people involved.

- Social media comment
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Message from the
Library Board Chair

A strong library system is a cornerstone of a strong community. It’s a fact. The library contributes to education, literacy,
life-long learning and multiple opportunities for inclusive social engagement for everyone.

There is no denying that our community is a better place because of the Essa Public Library!

This past year saw an increase in library usage on multiple levels. Demand for items from the physical and digital collections
rose. In addition to books, the “library of things” keeps expanding — laptops and other tech, kitchen library, maker and
hobby kits, puzzles and board games, seeds and many more items are increasingly popular.

Our programming is always fresh, exciting, relevant, and in demand. In 2025 the library made very good progress in
expanding the number of participants we could accommodate in our program offerings. Space is tight in both branches and
interest in our programs is growing, so this is an ongoing challenge.

Lucky for Essa, our library management and staff are a truly talented and dedicated group. The Board is also fully invested in
first-rate library service with forward momentum that aligns with our fast-growing community.

Judith Hunter
w/ Chair, Essa Public Library Board
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This is a little note to say how much impact you have on the children that you are so kind
to imagine and create with ... it is monumental and each time we visit, they all leave
with smiles and an incredible creation. Thank you so very much for everything. Truly.

- AVIgMS lpmlron

1,284 11,970

Programs offered Attendees

Program Attendance Breakdown

Adults 22.3%

|'.
Seniors 11.7% |

I\,
9

You make being

| Kids 50.6%
a senior fun.

- /\ngus Senior
Teens 15.5%

2025 COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Angus Food Bank, Angus Morrison Elementary School, Barrie Fair, Base Borden Military Museum, Borden Blast,

Borden Family Resource Centre, CONTACT Community Services, CYAC Simcoe Muskoka (Therapy Dogs), EarlyON Empower Simcoe,
Essa Fire Department, Essa Township Parks & Recreation, FOCUS Employment Services Angus, Landmark Paint-A-Bus,

Lucy’s Farm Zoo, Miya Ford Racing, No Frills Angus, Nottawasaga OPP, Nottawasaga Pines Secondary School,

Our Lady of Grace Catholic School, Party Tyme Treats and Amusements, Peggy Hill Realty, Peter Ford, Pine River Elementary School,
RawSpirit and Dance, Roots & Raven, S.H.I.F.T., Side Door Yoga Studio, Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit,

South Simcoe Arts Council, Stamp Happy Paper Crafts, Starbucks Angus, The Corner Market Angus, The Painted Olive,
Tim Hortons Angus, Tim Hortons Thornton, Zehrs Alliston.
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2 82 ANGUS BRANCH USE THORNTON BRANCH USE
3,265 cards 339 cards

2,500 Essa Residents 323 Essa Residents

Library Total weekly hours
branches of operation

Adulfs Adultfs
. Teens Teens
Kids Kids

302 CFB Borden
189 Adjala-Tosorontio Contract

1,015

Total new cards

3,604

Active cards

27 Annual Memberships 2 Annual Memberships
247 Reciprocal 14 Reciprocal

Tech Use
76,113 WiFi
5,858  Public computers

Reciprocal Libraries: Clearview (163), New Tecumseth (49),
Springwater (28), Innisfil (25), Tay (1), Tiny (1)

Paid Annual Memberships: Barrie (28), Wasaga (1)

What people borrowed: "The last time | was in a library, it was

books and magazines and that was

Physical circulation Digital circulation it. There's so much here. This is great.
83,453 Books 8,913 e-Books - New member
7,887 DVDs / Blu-Rays 5,554 e-Audiobooks
3,671  Magazines 337,302 e-Magazine arficles
1,878 Board games & puzzles 1,127 Movie / TV streaming
398 Seed library checkouts 6,735 Database use
266 Kitchen library items
6,561 Tech

7,844  Other
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Library Highlights

e 2025-2028 Strategic Plan activated.

e Essa Public Library launched a mobile-friendly website
with simplified navigation.

e Thornton Branch upgrades included new tables, chairs and laptop
bars to meet rising demand of tutors and remote workspaces.

e Angus Branch is now home to an expanded Kids Area, providing more
space for families to gather and play.

e Summer Reading Club was anchored by popular Brag Tags and a lively
Family Fun Night.

e Community Gardens were maintained almost exclusively by teens,
who contributed more than 125 volunteer hours.

e Essa Public Library raised $14,987 for our community through
Essalicious, Family Fun Night, Trivia Night, Tim Hortons Smile Cookie
Campaign, and a Starbucks Foundation Neighbourhood Grant.

e Accessible picnic tables and a raised garden bed added with the
Grow Getters Grant.

e New Horizons Grant funded meaningful programs for seniors,
including weekly Chair Yoga and Learn to Sketch programs.

A place to imagine,



| love our library. It has such a
community feeling to it, and you don't
get that everywhere.

- Angus IDOHLFOV)

This place is my lifeline.
- Thornton Senior

| don't know what | would do
without the library.
- /‘\ngus Senior

This is our
favourite place. _
- Anﬂus Farem‘ : | | eg“mg‘?%\g?gi;

Lo - Ty,



Essa Public Library Board

Judith Hunter Chair

Carol Cryer Vice-Chair

Jennett Bushey Finance Committee

Jodie Eagleson Ontario Library Service Committee

Sydney Hyatt Personnel Committee; Policy Committee

Liana Maltby Council Representative

Township of Essa Council

Sandie Macdonald Mayor

Michael Smith Deputy Mayor
Pieter Kiezebrink Councillor Ward 1
Henry Sander Councillor Ward 2
Liana Maltby Councillor Ward 3

The Township of Essa is responsible for the majority
of library funding.

Additional funding contributors include: County of
Simcoe, Government of Canada - Canada Summer
Jobs and New Horizons for Seniors, International
Dyslexia Association Ontario, Province of Ontario, RBC
Retired Volunteer Program, Starbucks Foundation
Neighbourhood Grants, TD Summer Reading Program,
Tim Hortons Smile Cookie Campaign (Thornton), and
the Township of Essa Fire Department.

2025 ANNUAL REPORT

Essa Public Library Staff

Public Engagement Representatives:
Ann-Marie Crackle, Roberta Miller, Lewis Sabo,
Christine Simone, and Patti Worden.

Dawn Travers Public Engagement Technician
PJ Hughes Library Technician
Ariana Ontaneda Coordinator of Family Engagement
Karly Bruce Bilingual Coordinator of Family Engagement

Holly Elliott Coordinator of Family Engagement
Emily Nakeff Coordinator of Public Engagement

Glenda Newbatt Manager of Library Services

Laura Wark CEO
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